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and semi-populated District a system of administra-
tion more suitable to the people and more creditable
to our rule/

The Indian Government, besides being the chief
landholder, is also a great mineral proprietor. Lord
Mayo devoted close attention to the labours of the
Geological Survey, and supplemented them by special
researches, conducted with a view to ascertaining the
marketable value and the commercial capabilities of
the ores and coal-fields. India at this moment is on
the verge of a new future. The, dense population,
\vhich has hitherto been crushed down upon the soil,
and forced to live by the one Indian industry, tillage,
will within the next generation have vast new outlets
opened to them by the development of the mineral
resources. Lord Mayo saw that we have in India
inexhaustible stores of the three elements of mineral
enterprise, coal, iron, and lime. But he also saw that
such enterprise in India is surrounded by a set of
problems unknown in England, and which had deterred
Anglo-Indian capitalists from entering the field. For
example, while we have coal, iron, and lime in plenty,
they do not occur as in England, near to each other,
in sufficient quantities as to justify the establishment
of smelting-furnaces on a great scale. The iron
manufacture of India is, with a few exceptions, still
in the hands of the semi-aboriginal jungle tribes,
who scratch about for their ore, get their flux in
handfuls of nodules from the river-beds, and make
their fuel by turning patches of the forest into char-
coal Lord Mayo perceived that the first problem